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The purpose of this study is to discover the degree 
of prevalence of certain of the older English proverbs 
in the common store of knowledge of a number of natives 
of a community at the foothills of the mountains in East 
Tennessee. 

¢ My first task was to gather a list of proverb mater- 
ials, both proven and proverbial tags, which could PPR 
erly be considered ‘an established in the experience of the 
users of English. I took two ways of selecting items. for 


the list. (1) I went carefully through Skeat's Early 


English Proverbs and took out proverbial materials which 
I recogniaed as 6till in use, at least to some degree. 
(2) I also took from my own knowledge and other a 
proverbs and proverbial tags I knew to be in current use 
and checked them against the entries of proverbs in 

G. L. Apperson's Dictionary of English Proverbs and Pro- 


verbial Phrases and included in my list such items as 


showed clear evidénce of having been in use as proverbs 
before 1500. Thus I secured a list of eighty items def- _ 
initely old and established (occurring before 1500). Of 


this list of eighty, forty-five are properly considered as 


Separate or independent proverb elements; the remaining 


thirty-five are variants. 


it should also be made clear that this does not in 
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any sense purport to be a complete list of old proverbs, or 

of old:proverbs still current. It is only set up as @ ran- 

dom and representative selection of items indisputably "old." 
Having compiled the list of proverbs and proverbial ex- 

pressions, the next step was to establish the fact of their 

currency.’ For this purpose I selected thirty-four persons, 

all natives -- or at least long-time residents -- of Blount 


County , Tennessee. Their backgrounds, however, are very 


Wee | Some are farmers, some students, some common 
laborers, sotte small business men. Some have high school and 
some college education, some practically no formal schooling. 
pounteins. some from the foothills, some 
from the open valley., Some are old, pmo are young. Some 
men, some women. In short, the group is as heterogenous as 
chance selection can make it. ‘ 

I interviewed the individuals of the group and found 
out how many of the proverbs on the list each one knew. In 


some cases,l gave the list to the persoi ana asked him to 


check in a numbered square those expressions he knew. To 


most of the group, however, I read the list and checked the 


“yproverbs recognized. In approaching the individuals I usu- 
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ally mentioned the fact that I was making a study of proverbs 
and would like to have their help. I explained the fact that 
I wanted to Know .how many expressions on the list they had. 

heard. The response was in the way are "IT have heard 
that one," or "I haven't heard it that way, but I have heard 


it this way," or "I never heard it." I had to use my 
| 
| f 


7 

a 
= 


judgment in many mete: ty decide whether an expres- 
* sion was a Variant or an-independent proverb. If the 
form was somewhat different but the general meaning was 
the same as that. of the proverb on the list, I accepted 
it as a variant. I discarded many doubtful though very 
interesting cases. | | 
The response and cooperation from the individuals 
was good, and this study owes much $0 the "checkers." 
Many became interested and gome asked for more details ¢ 
of the study. 
~ 
The following is a list of the proverbs and prover- 


bial phrases with their sources. The citations from 
early are made by way of Skeat's Early) English 


Proverbs (Skeat) and Apperson’s Dictionary of English | 


Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases (Apperson). Thirty-four Md 


_ persons in all checked the list and the number checking 


each item is indicated at the right. | 
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~ | ~ Number 
Proverb : Recogniz- 
| ing 


1. One rotten apple spoils the wndtex{barre2) 
: (sack) (full). 


Wel bet is  roten appel out of hord 

Theen that it rotie al the remenaunt. e. 
' Chaucer, C. T., A, 4406-7. 

The rotten apple injures its neighbour. 


© Hazlitt, Proverb. 
One scabbed sheep enough to spoil 


Hazlitt. 
‘A roted appel among the holen maketh rotie 


the y-zounde. 
@renbite of Inwyt, 205, 


Le Nothing begun, nothing done. 50 
Nothing undertaken, nothing achieved. 
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He which that nothing undertaketh 
Nothing n’acheveth. 
Chaucer, Troilus, fi, 807-8. ; 
For he that nought ‘assayeth, nought 
n’acheveth. | 
id., Vv, 784. ; 
Nought venture’ nought have. : 
Hazlitt, Proverb. 
Who nothing undertaket th....nothing acheveth. 
T. Ugk, Testament of Love, 
Skeat, 163, 164. 


5. Everything has a beginning. | 31 
For everything, a ginning hath it nede. 
Chaucer, Troilus, ii,- 671. 
Skeat, 163, 164. 
4. Everything end. 31 
(Citation for.3 is taken as sufficient) 
5. A good beginning makes a good ending. _ 31 


God beginning maketh god endynge. 


Proverbs of Hending, St. 2. 
Wel is him that wel ende mai. 
Reliquae i, 
eat, 67. 
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Number 
Proverb Rec ogniz- 


6. A pad beginning may turn out a Jeooa 


Whe take sac of the begynnyng, what 
fol shel of the ende, ’ 
4 He leyith a bussh tofore the gap, there . 
Fortune wold in ryde. 
: Tale of Beryn, 1788. 
| \ Skeat, 67. 


7. Don't believe all you hear. 32 


\ Ful so(t)h seide the seg Tr.: Very truth 
The theos saye talde: - Said the man who — 
Yif thu ileuest aelcne mon, | told this saw: 
Selde thu saelt wel don. If thou believ- 
est every man, 
thou do well. 
Layamon, I, p. 3542. 
Bellew a’ ye hear an’ ye may eat a’ ye see. 
Hisl OP. 
| } (Do ‘not all you can.)s..beliéve not all you 
hear. 


Hazlitt, 
Skeat, 6. | 


8. You can't believe all you hear. 3 33 
(Citation for 7 is taken as sufficient) / 
9. It doesn't pay to believe all you hear. 33 
; (Citation for is taken as sufficient) 
| Make the best ofythings (as ol 


Thus maketh vertu of 
Chaucer, Troilus, iv, 1586. ~ 
To make vertu of necessitec, | 
Chaucer, C. T., A, 5042. 
made vertu of necessitee, 
4 Chaucer, T., 4F, 593. 
Skeat , 199. 
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Proverb 
11. Don't bite off more than one can chew. «34 
For the mon is muchel | Tr.: For the man 
- * get is a great fool 
That nimeth to who taketh upon 
seoluen more 
More thonnerhe oven than he can 
‘ walden. | manage. 


12. 


13s | pias have sweet effects. 18 


». After the rein comes the sunshine. | _ 


Layamon, I, p. 278. 
He that grasps at too much , holds nothing ¢ 
fast. 
Hazlitt. \, 
Skeat, 5. 


It's a bitter cure. ("Take your medicine.") 24 


Of soth is seyd, that heled for to be “ 
As of a fevre or ether greet syknesse .— 
Men mosté. drinke, as men may often see, 
Ful bittre drink; and, for to han gladnesse, 
Men drinken often. peyne and greet distresse. 

Chaucer, Troilus, iii, 1212-16... 
Bitter pills may have sweet effects. 

Hazlitt. 
Skeat, 183. 


(Citation for 12 is taken as sufficient) 


14, The darkest hour is-just before dawn. 33 


And next the darké night the gladé morwe; 
And also joye is next the fyn of sorwe. 
Chaucer, Troilus, i, 951-2. 
Skeat, ise 


After sharp shours most shene (bright) is 
the sonne. 

| P. Plowman, B, xviii, 409. 
After grete stormes the wether is often ’ 
mery and smothe. 

T. Usk, Testament of Love, 

By 87. 

and joy. awakith, whan wo is put to flight. 


Lydgate, Temple of Glas, 397. 
Skeat, 4. | 


‘ 
6. 
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Number ‘ 
niz- 


Number 


Proverb Recogniz- 
ing 
16. Sure as death. | 32 


For deth, my chyld, is, as y trow, The 
most ryght certeyn (thing it is. 


; Wyse Man taught his Sone, 


Ne than deth nothyng more certayn. 

Caxton, tr. Chartier's | 
Curial, (1484), E.E.T.S., 


Apperson. 
17. Sure as death and taxes. 8 
| (Citation for 16 is taken as sufficient) 
\ 18, Talk of the devil and he'll appear. 34 


Lupus in fabula. 
Terence, Ad. , —§37. 
De Varrone loquebamur; lupus in fabula:;: 
ivenit enim ad me. 
Cicero, Att., 15, 33, 4. 
pperson. 


19. The devil to pay. | 33 


Beit wer. be at tome for ay, Than her to 
serve the devil to pay. “a 


Relig. Antiquae, I, 275. 
pperson. a 
20. The devil take the — | | 13 


Occupet extremum scabies. 
Horace, A. P., 417. 

. - Hens wyth yowur stuff! fast we were 
gone I be-schrew the last xall come 
to hys home? 

Mankind, (c. 1470); 709. 
person. 


2l. Every man for himself, and the devil take 22 
the hindmost. 


(Citation for 20 is taken as sufficient) 
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22. A barking dog never bites. 


The; bicche bitith ille Tr.: ille, severe- 
Thauh he berke stille. ly; he, she ; berke 


Number 


recogni 
Ange it 


33 


stille, bark quiet-— 


of Alfred, 13652. 
Skeat, 3, 


25. A barking dog never bites} byt you can't tell 
when he will quit bar 


(Citation for 22 is taken as emu he 


24, Let sleeping dogs lie. 
It is nought good a sleping hound to wake. 
Chaucer, Troilus, iii, 764. 
It is evil waking of a sloepine hound. 


Heywood. 
Wake not a Sleeping lion. 
Hazlitt. 
It's kittle (dangerous) to wauken sleeping 
dogs. 
7 | Hislop. 
Jj | Skeat, 178. 


/ 
Citation for 24 is taken as s sufficient) 


26. Dead as a door-=nail. 
Ded as a dore-nayle. 
-P. Plowman, (1393), C, ii, 184. 
Ded¥as a dore-tre (door-post). 
; P. Plowman, (1376), B, i, 185. 
Skeat, 105. 


27. Dead as a coffin nail. 


Citation for 26 is taken as sufficient) 
dern use in Dicxens, "Christmas Carol" 


ll 


235 


50 
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Number 


Proverb 
ng | 
- 28. constant drop will wear a hole ina 23 
rock. | 
Lutle dropen thurleth thene ulint thet 
ofte ualleth theron. 
Ancren Riwle, 220. 
Little drops pierce the flint upon which 
they often fall. 
Job, XIV, 19. \ 
Skeat, 24. 
! 29. Drunk as the Devil. 34 
Now a boster on benche bibbes ther-of 
tyl he be dronkken as the devel. 
Allit. Poems, (c. 1350), 
orris “E.Ee T.S., 82. 
Apperson. 
30. Drunk as a hog (pig, sow). : 32 
Thei lai and slepte lik as dronke swyn. 
Lydgate, Fall Princes, 
(1440) , 
To be as dronke as any ais. 
Hazlitt, -Early Pop. Poetry, 
d, 
| Apperson, 
\ 
31. Drunk as a fiddler's bitch. , 22 
Thenne gon he for to go lyk a gleo- 
mannes bicche. Sum time asyde and 
- #um time arere. 
Langland, P. Plowman, (1362), 
Vi 197, 
Apperson. 
32. AS drunk as a mouse (rat). 18 


We faren as he that dronke is.asa 
mous. 
Chaucer, C. T., A, 1261. 
Thou comest hoom as dronken as @& mous. 
Chaucer, C. T., D, 246. | 
And I will pledge Tom Tosspot, till I 
be drunk as a@ mouS-4. 


Old Plays, ed. Hazlitt, — , 
339. 


'Skeat, 214. 
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Number 
Proverb pocogniz- 


man for himself. 


ze the kinges court, my brother, 
h 


Ech man for himself. 
Chaucer, C. T., A, 1181-2. 
Skeat, 213. 


Seared man for himself and God for'us all. 
ivery man for himself and God for us all. 


Heywood. 
Skeat 213. 


Easy come, easy go. 


As lightly as it comth, So deh we spende. 
Chaucer, C. Tes 

Lightly come, lightly 
Proverb. 

Soon gotten, soon spent. 


Hislop. | 


Fat as a hog (pig). 


He shall be as fatte as a porke hog. 
Malory, Morte Arthur, (1485), 
DK. Bil, 
Apperson. 


As hot as fire. 


Sumtime it hentis me with hete as hot as 
ani fire. | 
W. Palerne, (c. 1350), 
‘BoE.TeS., (36. 
For he woll make me foryete my anger, though 
I wer as hote as fire. 
Gesta Romanorum, (c. 1440), 


eleledSe, 46. 


| Apperson. 
First come, first served. 


Who-so that first to millé comth, first 
grint. 

“Chaucer, CeTe, D, 489. 
Skeat, 266. 
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37. 34 
38, 34 | | 
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Number 


Proverb Recogniz- 
39. To have more pots on (irons in) the fire , 38 


than one can handle. : 
He hadde more tow on his distaf 
Than Gerveys knew. 
Chaucer, C. T., A, 3774-5. 
*« Towe on my dystaf have 1 for to yam 7 
More ... than ye wote of. 


Hoccleve, De Re imine 

In shorte space he Shai have more flax 
to his dystaffe than he can well 


spynne. | 
| Lord Berners, Tr. of 
Frojssert, ‘it, 174. 
keat, "228. 

40. To have other fish to | 34 


(Citation for 39 is taken as sufficient) 
41. Like a fish out of water. 34 


How sholde a fish with-oute water dure? 
Chaucer, Troilus, iv, 765. . 

He that a monk, whan he is cloisterlees, 

Is lykned til a fish waterlees.. 


Ghaucer, C. 179-80. 
132° 211. 


42. There are more fish in the sea (ocean, river, 34 
creek) than one. - 


There been mo sterres, God wot, than a 
pair. (There are more stars than two.) 
Chaucer, Parlement of Foules, 
095. 
There are more mares in the wood than - 
Grisell 


There are more maids than Malkin. 
- Heywood, D, ii, 85. 
Skeat, 140. 


43. Friends fly with money. | 20: 


If thou be poure, thy brother hateth thee, 
And alle thy frendés fleen fro thee, alas? 
i Chaucer, G. T., B, 120-l. J 


| | A 


? 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Hazlitt. | 


Proverb 


An if thy fortune change, that thou wexe 
povre, farewel freendshipe and felawe- 
ehipe: | 

\ Chaucer, C. T., B, 2749. 
Skeat, 243 


44. The man who eas money has friends. 
(Citation 43 is taken as sufficient) 
45. All that Masters is not gold. 


Hit is not al gold, that glareth. © 
Chaucer, Hous of Fame, 272. 


But al thing which that shyneth as the gold 


Nis nat gold, as that I have herd it told;. 
Ne every appel that is fair at yé 
Ne is nat good,| what-so men clappe or oryé. 
| Chaucer, C. T., G, 962-5. 

For every glittring thine is nat gold. 

Usk, Testament of Love, 

3, 47, 

Skeat, 206. 


46. Things happen in a day that won't happen 
st agein in a thousand years. 


Yet sometyme it shal fallen (happen) on 
@ day 

That fall'th nat eft (again) withinne a 
thousand yere. 

. Chaucer, C. T., A, 1668-9. 

Skeat, 221 


47. As happy a8 a bird on a limb. 


Be ay of chere as light as leef on linde. 
Chaucer, C. T., E, 1211. 
Was nevere leefe upon lynde (tree) lighter 
ther-after. 
P. Plowman, B, i, 154. 
I am als light as birde on bowe. 


York Plays, XXV, 388. 
keat, 276. 


48. Happy like a leaf in the ‘wind. 


(Citation for 47 is taken as sufficient) 


Number 
Recogniz- 
ing 


12 
= 

| 

33 
33 

| 
| 
if 
| 
28 | 
| 

| 27 

24 
. 
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Number 
Proverb Recogniz- 
ing 


49. To harp on the same old string. aN 28 


For though the beste harpour upon lyre’ 
- Wolde on the besté-sounéd joly harpe 
That ever was, with all his fingres fyve, 
Touch ay stren , or ay o werbul harpe, 
Were his nayles pointed never so sharpe, 
| It shuldé maken evéry wight to dulle, 
\ To here his glee, and of his strokés 
fulle. 
Chaucer, Troilus, ii, 1030-6. 
He harps aye on ae string. 
Hislop. 
Skeat, 167. 


50. Haste makes waste. 33 


He hasteth wel that wysly can awed 
Chaucer, Troilus, ii, 956. 
Be nought to hasty in this hote fare, 
| For hasty man ne wanteth care. 
Chaucer, Troilus, iv, 1567-8. 
The proverbe seith: hasteth wel 
that wisely can abyde; and in wikked 
haste is no profit. 
Chaucer, C. B, 2244. 
Men sen alday that rapé moth. 
Gower, Confessio Amantis, 
iii, 1655. | 
-Skeat, 155. ( 


5l. Two heads are better than one. 354 


As many hedes, as many wittes ther been. 
4 Chaucer, C. T., F, 203. 
Skeat, 279. 


02. God helps them that help themselves. 34 


Ther God wile helpen, nouht ne aérdtnt 
(Where God will help, nothing dares harm.) 
The Lay of Havelock the Dane, : 
648. 
Well thryveth that God loveth. 
How the Good Wife in 
aZ ar opular 
Poetry, 
God helps help themselves. 


Hislop, Scot. Proverbs. 
eat, 


| 

‘ 
a 
| 
| 
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14 


| Proverb 3 Hecomniz- 
| ing 


O56 By hook or crook.. 24 


With hook or with ordk. 
John Wyclif, Works, ed. | vA 

Matthew, 250. | 

Skeat, 300. 


54. You can lead a horse to water, but you 1 34 
‘can't make him drink. 


A man may well bring a horse to the. 
water, but he cannot make him drinke 
without he will. 

Heywood, (1562), pt. I, 
. ch. Rie 


Skeat, l. 
55. Better late thang¢never. 54 


For bet than never is late; | 
Never to thryve were to long a date. 
Chaucer, C. T., G, 1410-11. 
Vyce t6 forsake ys better late than never. | 
Lydgate, Assembly of Gods, 
1204. 
Betere is er than to late. 
| Ancren Riwle, 340. 
Better soon than syne (late). ! 
| | Hislop, Scot. Proverbs. 
Skeat, 27, 287. 


56, Every little helps. ae 34 


The Proverbe seith: -- that many smale 4 
maken a greet. +» 
‘ Chaucer, C. T., I, 362. 
For many smale maketh rete. 
Robert Brunne, H. S., 2566. 
Adde parum paruo, magnus aceruus erit. 
D, ii, 054. 
Many littles makes @ mickle. 
Camden. | 
Ofte, as me seith, of lutel wacseth muchel. 
‘Ancren Riwle, 54. 
Muchel kumeth of lutel. 
id., 296. 
Mony littles m mak a muckle. 
> Hislop, D, ii, 554. 
Skeat, 292. 


} 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
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Proverb 


57. Murder will out. 


Mordre wol out. 
Chaucer, C. T., B, 1766, 4242. 
For-thi men sais into this tyde, ) 
Is no man that murthir may hide. 
Cursor Mundi, 1083-4. 
Skeat, 246. 


08. For want of a nail, the shoe was lost; 
For want of a shoe, the horse was lost; 

. For want of a horse, the rider was lost. 
For want of a rider, the battle was lost; 
And all for the want of a horse-shoe nail. 

Heywood. 


For sparinge of a litel cost 
Ful ofte time a man hath lost. 
' Mhe large cote for the hod (hood). 
Gower, Confessio Amantis, 


4785. 
Spare well and spend woll. 
Hazlitt. 
$ Skeat, 133. 
59, Need has no equal. 


Necessity 


Nede has na peer. 

Chaucer, C. T., A, 4026. 
Nede ne hath .no io 

P. Plowman, B, xx, 10. 
Skeat, 251. 


60. Great oaks from little acorns grow. 


As an ook com'th of a litel spyre 
(thin blade, shoot). 
Chaucer, Troilus, ii, 1535. - 
Out of this ground must come the spire, 
that by processe of time shal in great- 
nes sprede, to have braunches and 
blosmes of waxing frute. 
T. Usk, Testament of Love, 
Lid, 
Skeat, 171. 


15 


Number 


12 


14 


| 
28 
j 
| 
ot 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
34 
4 


Number 


ecogniz- . 


"61.'To throw oil on the fire (make bad matters 29 
worse). 


For wyne (wine) and youthé doon Venus 
encrese, 
As men in fyr (fire) wol casten oile or 
erese. 
Chaucer, C. T., C, 59-60. 
Skeat, 258. 


62. Everything has its price. 4 A 


Winne who-so may, for al is for to selle. 
Chaucer, C. T., D, 414. * 
Skeat, 268. 


63. The proof of the pudding, is in the eating. 


Hit is y-writein,/ every thyng 
Himseolf shewith in tastyng. 
/ King Alisunder, 4042. 
Omnia probate. 
Thess., V, 21. 
The proof of the pudding is in the eating..- 
Heywood's Proverbs. 
Try before you trust. 
Hazlitt) , 
| | Skeat, 63. 


64. A man reaps what he sows. 


Hwych so the mon soweth, al swuch. he 
‘ schal mowe. 


Prov. of Alfred, A, 82. 
Galatians S37. 


‘That man schal erien and sowe 
Thar he wenth after sum god mowe. 
; Owl and Nightengale, 1037. 
AS they sow, so let them reap. 
Rey, D, ii, 649. 
Skeat, 


Peter and (or to) pay Paul. 


‘® Hou schulde God approve that thou robbe 
Petur, and gif this robberie to Poule 
in the name of Crist. 

J. Wyclif, Works, ed. Arnold, 
Skeat, 296. 


J 


— 
30 
3 
| 
29 


Number . / ‘ 
Proverb 
66. You can run anything into the ground. 4 


(You can over-do anything. ) 


Everich thing me mei overdon, best is 
ever i-mete. (One may overdo every- 
thing; moderation is a best. ) 

Ancren Riwle 


bd The middel weie of mesure is ever gulden. 


(The middle way of moderation is always | 
golden. ) 


iId., 3356. 
Skeat, 25. 


67. Sink or swin. 
She reccheth nevere wher I synke or 


fleete (float). 
2. Chaucer, T., A, 1536, 
Whedy® she ever flete, or synke. | | 
460) , 


Relig. Antiguae, (1 


Apperson. 


3 68. At sixes and sevens. 


But manly set the world on sixe and 
sevene. (set, stake; ize and sevene, 
casts of the dice, cf. 


Seven is my chaunce.) 
Chaucer, Troilus, iv, 622. J | 


I shalle, and that in hy haste), set 
alle on sex and seven. 


Towneley Mysteries, xvi, 128. 


69. Like a last year's snow. ; 18 


Ye(a)i farewel al the snow of ferne 
(last) year. | | 
Chaucer, Troilus, v, 1176. oie 
Skeat, 203. 


70. Rolling stones gather no moss. 


( Seldan moseth the marbelston that men 
\ ofte treden. (The marble stone on which 
men often tread seldom gathers moss. ) 2 
P, Plowman, A, Xy101. 


, 
| \ 17 
} 7 | 
6 
34 


\ 


Number 


Proverb pocogniz- 
Ame 


71. Strike while the iron is hot. | 26 


Panderé, which that stood her fasté | 
Felte iren hoot, and he began to yh 
Troilus, ii, 1275-6. 
Whyl that iren is foot, men smyte. 
Chaucar, C. ve, B, 2226. 
Strike the while it's hot. 
Hislop, D, i, 405. 


Skeat, 169. 


72. What is to be will be. 


What is to be is bound to happen. 
As’, when a ng is shapen, it shal be. 


Chaucer, A, 1466. 
That shall be, shall 
Heywood. 
Skeat, 215. 


~ 


Truth will out. ‘((Preveil). 


For, aftir comyn seying - -- evir atte ende 
The’ trowith woll be preved, how-so man 
trend. 
‘Tale of Beryn, 2037. 
Skeat, 96. 


74. Never put off till tomorrow what you can do 
today. 


"Ther is an old proverbe," quod she, eseith: 
that the goodnesse that thou mayst do 
this day, do it; and abyde nat ne delay 


it nat til to-morwe ." A 
Chaucer, Melibeus, 71. 
Apperson. 
75. Truth is often spoken in jest. 25 


Ful oft in game a sooth I have herd seye. 
Chaucer, C. To, B, 
~ Many a true word is spoken in. jest. 
Hazlitt. 
Skeat, 253. 
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Number. 


Proverb | Recogniz- ' 


76. All things come to him who waits. - 29 


Men seyn, ‘the suffraunt overcometh,' 
pardee. 

Chaucer, Troilus, iv, 1584, 

Patience is an heigh virtu, certeyn, 

For it venquissheth, as thise clerkes 
seyn, | 

Thinges that rigour sholde never 
atteyne. 


Chaucer, C. T., F, 775-5. 
eat, 197. 


977. The walls (of a have ears. 18 


But sooth is seyd, gon sithen many 
yeres, 
That 'Peeld hath eyen, and the wode ae 
Chaucer, C. T., A, 1521-2. 
Skeat, 216. , 


78. To be in deep Mater. 


Dun is in the myre. 
Chaucer, C. T., H, 5. | 
Skeat, 289. 


mistaken. | 
deceived. 


Nis nawer nan so wis mon nower, 

: That me ne mai biswikerf. there is nowhere; | 
‘me, one; beswik- 

en, deceive. 


79. Even the wisest mean is sometimes 


: Layamon, I, 32. 
;" . Nis nauer nan mon 
7 That ne mai mid swikeddme- ouer-gan; 


Layamon, II ~ 
S eat 4. ~ ' 


80. Pe be at one’s wit's end. 28 


At dulcarnon, right at my wittés ende. 
(Dulcarnon, thev7th proposition of 
Euclid's first book: hence a hard problem. ) 
Chaucer, Troilus, iii, 
ie At her (their) wittes ende. 
| P. Plowman, xv, 363. 
eat, 181. 


‘ 
4 
A 


| 
LS Ast Tea uado quopnis 9T AT1ee 
gS usdo quopnis GT s,0¢ ATiee 
eAT STITUJOOJ quopnys ST 
-(*@q) (Loquodzeo 
young ut yueds zor) | 
pooupttyo STITUZOOS OT $,09 938T 
STITUL003 uepnys TT SU994%948T 
eatqyeu quepnys OT Suse4 
Tea usdo ‘OT $,0g° AT1e9 
TTeaA usdo quspnys s,0¢ 
s.ieo 
UT) wot} | 
. syrewoy -Bonpy aay 


a 


poyooyo OYM STBAPTATPUT 944 ynoge UOT 


Vivg 40 NOILVIndvh 


20 
W 
Oho | 
¢ 
AS 
¥ 
3 


sno 
6G gat suf eyunow quepnis PT s,02 Tz 
| | : | 
‘Ts eaTqeu £10} 085 OT AT 
Th PeATT sey STTTYQOOS S,0¢ eteu 9T 
- “£107 085 8 S,0¢ €T 
uot 
6S PeATT sey ‘oatqeu S,0g ATaee eTsu 
ut saeok IdsyIOM 
Sh PeATT ‘oaTyeu STTTYZOOS 3 Sues} 94eT TT 
2g STITUQOCOS quepnys OT suse4 OT 


21 
4 
3 
a 


G9 
SAT 


< 


sno - 


TRU 


UT PSATT sey ‘oat yeu’ 


SAT LEU 


ATOpTm poToaes4 
‘suteiunom JO 


("8D 
*uuey,) 


“A 


STITUZOOJ 


STITUQOOS 


STITUOOS 


STITUZOOS 
STITUZOOS 


STTEYQOOS 


IOyIOM 


rowley 


Iddsayyoog 


S.09 Tum’ g¢ 


ATdvo 


S,0p 


62 
S,09 94eT 
S,0b STpptu 9g ~ 
gg 
S,07 


eTpptu 


4 


| \ 3 
& 
O 
i oO © 
> 
| 
| 
> 
© 
| ; 


235 


This study is not exhaustive. In checking the list I 
found a ~~ of other expressions that would check a high 
percentage, but, as the checking was rather advanced, it 
was impractical to include such expressions and interview 

each individual again.“ 
From this study oné may safely conclude that age has , 
little effect on one'# stock of proverbs and 
tags. For example, Number bg who is in his late 60's, rec- 
ognized 62 expressions of the list; Number 4, who is still 
in his teens, recognized 62. ‘Number 25, in his late 40's, 
recdgnized 72; Number 20, in his early 20's, recognized 75. 
The average number of expressions recognized by the fifteen 


people over thirty years of age was 66.8; of those under , fi 


e 


In the Same manner it may ‘be shown that pouegsicn has 

\ | little effect on one's store of proverbs. Number 2, a ws 79 | 
ior in college, recognized 69 expressions, while Number 27, 

who has no formal education, recognized 78 and Numbér 22, » 

who pleted the fifth grade, recognized»63 expressions of 

the list. Numigr o2, who attended college two years, rec- 

ognized 77 expressions, while Number 7, who is at present 

@ junior in college, recognized only 61. The average num- 

\ ber of proverbs recognized by those who never attended high 
school was 68.9; of those who attended high school, 66.2; 


oF’ those who attended college, 65.1. Age, education, and 


a 


24 
other factors seem to have no effect onthe number of prov- 
erbs and proverbial expressions one knows. 

| In short, nothing seems to have any effect on a store 
| ¢esseeititlibeccions except perhaps a common environ- 
ment. The full test of that factor ean come only by making 
this same study with groups as definitely native to other 
localities as this group of mine is to’ the East Tennessee 


; 


foothills. 


- Marién E. Blair 
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FOLKLORE BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Our aim in presenting these bibliographies has been 
two-fold. 1) The titles of recent studies in many 
localities may suggest the variety of possible approaches 
to folklore in Tennessce. And 2) the classified lists may 
provide an elementary working bibliography ‘for whatever 
part of the field a particular member is interested in. sling 


During the ycar 1937 three selected and classified 
bibliographies have appeared in the Bulletin. Bulletin 2 
carried Bibliography I: Some recent publications dealing 
with Customs and Loro: Superstitions; Weather Lore; Animals, 
Plant, and Insect Lore; Sex Rites; Taboos; Charms; Remediés; 
Riddles; Signs, Omens, and Portonts; Dreams (24 pages). ' 
Bulletin 3 carried Bibliography II: Some recent publica- 
tions dealing with Folk-Tales (24 pages). And Bulletin 4 
carried the first section of Bibliography III: Some recent , 
publications dealing with Folk-Song (A-He: 4 pages). 


At present our original plan is only half executed. 
Thsrefore we shall continue the classified bibliographies 
in the issues of the Bulletin during the year 1938. e 
present issue congains the second section of Bibliography 
III: Some recent publications in Folk-Song (Hi-0). | 
Bullctin 2 for 1938 will contain the third and last section 
of Bibliography III (Folk-Song: P-Z). And the two remain- 
ing issues for the year will contain the three remaining 
bibliographies: Bibliography IV (Proverbs); Bibliography 
V (Linguistics: Dialect, Idiom, Colloquial Expressions, 
Slang, Jargon, Peculiar Spellings, Euphemisms, Tongue- 
twisters, Names, Place-names); and Bibliography VI (Folk- 
lore Methodologyvand Backgrounds, and Folk-festivals). 


When we began our plan, we assumed that a number of. 
nembers did not have easy access to the helpful biblio- 
graphical lists compiled annually by Professors Baugh and 
Boggs for the Supplogent to Publications of the Modern 
Language AsSociation and quarterly by the editors or 
Ancrican Literature. But durims the interval of one year 
two important pcrliodicals devoted entirely to folklore have 
undertaken the publication of current bibliographies cover- 
ing folklore alone. The Journal of American Folk Lore, in 
each of the three numbers issued during 1967, has carricd 
a list of recent publications. And in December, The. | 
Southorn Folklore Quarterly announced as e permanent 

eature that the Marc ssue of the quarterly would con- 
tain an annual bibliography compiled by the experienced 
scholar and bibliographer R..S. Boggs. 
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III (Continued): Some recent publications dealing with 
folk-song: Hi-0 (to be concluded). 


\ 


| Hilarion, Sister M., "The Negro Spiritual,” Catholic)’ 
| World, CALIIT (1936), 80-84. 


John C., “The Ballad in s ‘Love for 
Love’, PMLA, (1933), 953-954. 


Holmes, Thomas -- and Thayer, Gordon W., in lish ‘Ballads . 
and Sones, in the John G. White Colloction of Tolx-lore 

. End Orientalia of the Cleveland Public Library end in 
the Library of Reserve 198 (Cleve- 
land). 


udson, A. P,, “The Singing South," Sewance Review, XLIV 
1956), 268-297. ~ 
Folk-sdéng in recent fiction describing southern life. » 


Folksongs of Mississippi and Their’ Back- 
1936 (Chapel Hill: U. Ne Press). 


Folk Tines. from Mississippi (ed. George 
Herzog), 1937 York) (mimcographed). 
Rev. in SFQ, by G. B. Johnson, I (December, 1937), 72. 
A volume of texts end tunes (43 in number) , omitted 
for various reasons when Mr. Hudson published his 
Folksongs of Miseissippi. 


Hughey, Ruth, "A Ballad of ‘Lady Jans Grey," LTLS , 
December 7, 1955, 878. 


Hustvedt, Sigurd Grundtvig's Index B of English and 
Scottish Ballads, L (1935), 595-605. 


"A Melodic Index of Child's Ballad 
Tunes," Publications of University of at Los | 
Angeles in Language and Literature, , 


Hutchinsgn, P., "The Balladry and Folk-Ways of Kentucky 
Mountaineers," N. Y. Times Book Review, XXXVII 

(Jenuary 31, 1932), 2, 18. 


Jackson, George Pullen, White Spirituals : in the Southern 
> Uplands; the Story of the fasola folk, their songs, ” 
and buckwheat notes, 1933’ (Chapel Hill: 
U. N. C. Press). 


| 
america's Folk Songs," 
Quarterly Review, (193s), 54-42. 


. 
> 
? 


, “Stephen Foster's Debt to American Folk- 
Song," Music Quarterly, XXII (1936), 154-16 . 


| "Old-Timey Country Singings, . 

I (March, 1937), 21-27. 
"Old-timey" means "conservative," which also means 
"preservative." O. H. 

James, Thelma G., "The English and Scottish Popular Ballads 

of Francis J. Child," JAFL, XLVI (1933), 51-69. 
Contains a table of ba Tieds excluded from various 
editions of Child's work; their Sources; the reasons 
for dropping them. 0. H. 


Johnson, Gerald W., "Number Ninety-Seven," Baltimore 
Evening Sun, December 20, 1934, 31...) 
T on the song's significancetto the South.. 


Johnson, J. Rosamond (Editor), Rolling Along in Song, 1937 
(New York: Viking Press). 
Brief review in The rlish Journal, XXVI (1937), 769. 
Chronological survey of American f Ae2ro music, including 
spirituals, work songs, jail songs, street cries, and — 
blues. 


Johnston, Winifred; "Newspaper Balladry,” American Speech, 


X (1935), 119-121. 
Jordan, Howard S., "The Old French Chansons "Histoire as 
a Possible Origin of the English Popular Ba 


Revue de Littérature Comparée, XV (1936), 367- 
Kayser, eae re Geschichte der Deutschen Ballade, 1936 


(Berlin; Junker and Dunnhaupt). 
Reviewed by-Archer Taylor in MLN, LIII (1938), 152-153. 
A history of the literary ballad of the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. 
Kelléy, Maurice W., "'Jock of Hazeldean' and Child 293z," 
MLN, XLVI (1931), 304-306. 


Kirkland, E. C., "Collecting Ballads and Folklore in 
Tennessee," TFSB, II, No. 2 (March, 1936). 


Spcenecc’ Fount in Tennessee, * 
(December, 1937), 1-2. 
Words and music. 


—s George, "anthracite Miners as Bards and Minstrels," 
AS, X (1935), 260-268. | 


~ 


Leisy, E. Ee, “"Oh, Bury Me Not'," Publications of the 
Texas Folk-Lore Society, IX (1931), 183-184. | 


"Oh, Bury Me Not," MLN, XLVI (1931), 469-470. 


Despise the Ballad?" Literary Digest, CIII 
(1929), 103-120. . | 


Lomax, "'Sinfult Songs of the Southern Negro," 
Southwest Review, XIX (1934), 105-121. 


Lomay, J. Ae, and Lomax, a., American Ballads And Fok sons, 
1934 (New York: Macmillan). ~ 


i , "Views and Reviews: American 
Baileds and Folk Songs,™ Musical Quarterly, XXI (1935), 


107-112. 
/ 
_, Negro Folk Songs as Sung by 
Lead Beily, 1957 (New York: Macmillan). 1 
$rtrofive negro songs, words and music. Some bio-. 
graphical material and his own annotations for songs. 


McDowell, L. Le, Songs of the Old Camp Ground, 1937 (Ann 
arbor, Mich.: “Edwards Brothers). 
About forty old religious folk songs@words end music) 
from White County, Tennessee: traditional rote songs, 
song refrains, hymns. Historical sketches and local 


descriptions. 
Rev. annabel M. Buchanan in SFQ, I (September, 1937), 
52-55. 


. Mr. UcDowell is now preparing a study of plhay=party 
songs (words and music). 


McGill, Josephind, "Sing All a Green Willow," Nobth american 


Review, CCXXVIII (1929), 218-224. 
Comments on ballads heard*in the Kentucky hills. 


MeGret M., “Thomas Perey's Bicentenary," 19th Century, | 
CV (1989), 554-562. | ¥ 

\ 


MacKenzie, W. Roy (ed.), Bullads and Sea-Songs from Nova 
Scotia, 1928 (Harvard Univ. Press). 


‘Major, Mabel, "British Ballads in Toxas,* in Tone the Bell 
Hasy, ed. J. Frank Dobis, 1932 (Austin, Texas), pn. 
-168, .(Public«tions Texas Folk-Lore Society No. X). 


Maryatt; "Nebraska Counting Out Rhymes," SFQ, 
I (December, 1937), 39-62. | 


~~ 
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Matteson, Maurice, and Henry, Mellinecr E., Beech Mountain 
Folk Songs and Bellads, 1936 (NeW York). 
» RV. = C. LE. Murphee in SFQ, I (March, 1937), 103-104. 
‘ From North Carolina. Mr. Matteson made the collec- 


tion and the arrangement and provided piano accompani- 
ments; Mr. Henry edited texts and wrote foreword. 


‘ . Miller, Edwin Shepard, "Nonsense and New Sense in ‘Lord 
Thomas',"” SFQ, I (December, 1937), 25-37. 
Comparison of the versions already in print to see 
"how time and migration have modified individual, 
stanzas, lines, words." 


Millican, Charles B., "A&A Georgia Version of partere Allen'," 
JAFL, XLII (1929), 3035-305, 


, “The Original of thé Ballad 'Kinge: , 
Arthurs Death’ in the Percy Folio MS.," XLVI (1931) : 
1020-1024. 


Moore, A. M., 4The Play Party in Victoria County," Straight 
Texas, ed. J. Frank Dobie, 1937 (Austin, Texas), —— 


Morris, Alton C., “Lord deSvontwator, Child 208," JAFL, 
XLVII (1934), 95-96. 
Florida version (words and music) of: a ballad not pre- 
viously reported from 


Milling, a" Je, “Delig@ Holmes -- A Neglec#ed Negro 
Ballad,” SFQ, I (December, 1937), 3-8. 


A balla neretofore treated as a variant is now given 
fully and with a possible explanation of its origin 
and history. O. H. ; 


Noyes, Robert G., "Songs from Restoration Drama in Con- 
temporary and d#ighteenth-Century Poetical Miscellanies," 
English Literary History, III (1936), 291-316. 


Owens, Bess Alice, "Songs of the Cumberlands," JAFL, XLIX 
(1936), 215-242. 
Songs  - baliads from Pike County, Kentucky, with 
music. art of a — collection. O. H. 


Owens, William A., owinaNene Turn! Texas Piay-Party Games, 
1936 (Dallas). y | 
Contains words and music. | 
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Folklore Meetings 


The Tennessee FolkloreyvSociety has been represented at 
twa of the meetings in the folklore field this year. 


The Secretary of the Bociety attended the meeting of the | 


American Folklore Society Weld at New Haven on December 27 and 
28, 1937, and reported on ‘the organization and program of our 
group at the Monday afternoon session which was largely de- 
voted to reports of state and regional societies. Dr, Edwin C. 
Kirkland of the University of Tennessee was elected to the * 


Council of the National Society. | 


At ah ot of the Sbutheastern Folklore Society held 
at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, April 1 and 2, our society fwas 
represented by Dr. Kirkland, who was elected vice-presidént of 


_ the Society for the coming year. The 1939 meeting ig to be 
at the University of Dennessee. 
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